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ANOTHER NORMAL YEAR 
 
 Yes, another “normal” year is well and truly with us as I write this item for Clan 
News.  The March issue is the first one for each year but by then we are well past New Year 
Greetings and all that stuff.  Helen and I thank all of you though who so kindly sent 
Christmas/New Year Wishes to us, they were greatly appreciated and we do hope your New 
Year has been a good one.  Where we live, in Townsville in North Queensland, Australia, we 
have had a return to our traditional hot, humid and wet summer weather.  Fortunately, we 
missed the serious flooding experienced in other cities on the Pacific coast north and south of 
us and have no sign of the severe drought conditions which still prevail in parts of Eastern 
Australia.  No sign of any northern hemisphere snow and storms, of course, which have had a 

devastating effect on some Clan members in North America and Europe.  I trust all is back to normal now with your 
weather – whatever “normal” might be.  
 
 The major talking point amongst Clan members and from the Clan Societies over the past months has been 
the programme for Clan Macfie activities in 2009.  Yes, under “normal” circumstances we were scheduled to hold 
our 17th International Clan Gathering and 10th Clan Parliament in Scotland in September of that year.  Then came the 
dynamic announcement that 2009 would be The Year of Homecoming Scotland, with Scots from around the world 
returning to their homeland.  “The Gathering 2009” in Edinburgh is one of the signature events of the Homecoming 
initiative and aims to be the largest international gathering of the clans ever held!  The Gathering is to be in Holyrood 
Park on the 25th and 26th July 2009 and will take the form of a classic Highland Games, a Clan Parade up the Royal 
Mile followed by a commemorative Clan Pageant on the Edinburgh Castle esplanade.  A great concept for anyone 
with the slightest trace of Scottish blood in their veins.  Full details of all arrangements etc., are available, and 
regularly updated, on the Gathering 2009 web site at http://www.clangathering.org/gathering. 
 
 At our last Clan Gathering and Parliament in Scotland in 2005 it was agreed that our Gathering Co-
ordinators, Iain and Fiona McFie, and Bob McFie, President of the Clan Macfie Society, in Scotland, and myself as 
Clan Commander, would decide arrangements for Clan Macfie Gathering and Parliament in 2009.  This has been 
done with due consideration given to possibly scheduling our own events to coincide with the July Gathering 2009 
programme in Edinburgh.  However the decision was taken last year to hold the quadrennial Clan Macfie Gathering 
and Parliament in September – as normal, and have a Clan Macfie presence in Edinburgh in July.  This decision was 
re-examined this year and confirmed.  While it may be a disappointment to some Clan members that our functions 
will be separate from Edinburgh in July, maintaining the September schedule will hopefully enable more members to 
celebrate our Clan Gathering away from the costly, pressing, Gathering 2009 atmosphere and relieve our co-
ordinators of a most demanding need to find accommodation, function venues and transport for local and overseas 
Clan Macfie visitors.  Those of you who have booked to be in Edinburgh in July 2009 will, I am sure, have a 
wonderful time and experience a most memorable Scottish occasion.  Enjoy it – but please return in September if you 
can, to be with your Clan for its normal four yearly celebrations. 

 



CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME TO CLAN ARMIGER  

VANESSA KING MACFIE 

 
 Although Vanessa, well known at Clan Gatherings in Scotland, Matriculated Arms in 
late 2005, full details have only recently come to hand for this belated acknowledgement and 
extension of hearty congratulations to her.  Vanessa’s great, great grandfather, Robert Macfie of 
Langhouse and Airds, was the first member of our Clan to have Arms recorded in the Public 
Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland – on 18th November 1864.  The description of 
Vanessa’s Arms is: Parted per fess nebuly Azure and Or, in chief a sword Argent point 

downward hilted and pommelled of the second, in base a lymphad Sable under sail of the Third, 

flags and pennons flying Gules, a bordure counter-compony Azure and Or. Above the Shield on 

a Wreath of the Liveries Azure doubled Or is set for Crest a demi-horse Argent, and in an 

Escrol over the same this Motto “PRO SCIENTIA”. 

 

 

 

CLAN DIARY 
(The 27th  May each year is Clan Macfie Day - Let's celebrate!) 

 
2008 24 May New Zealand.  AGM of the McPhee Clan Society of New Zealand in Masterton at 11:00 a.m. – at Judy 

Cundy’s home, 769 State Highway 2.  (Contact David Evans, 17 Berkeley Road, Wainuiomata.  Tel: 
04 976 8457) 

 24 May Australia.  Biennial General Meeting of The Macfie Clan Society of Australia.  To be held at 
Toowoomba, Q’ld. – venue and timing to be confirmed.  (Contact Ian McPhee, C/- P.O. Box 237, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100.  Tel: 02 9938 4628) 

 24 Jun – 01 Jul Australia.  Scottish Heritage Week – Sydney, N.S.W.  The Annual Sydney Scottish Week celebrations 
have been moved from the end of November to the end of June.  For further information check the 
Scottish Australian Heritage Council’s website at scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au. 

 10 - 13 Jul U.S.A..  AGM of The MacDuffee Clan Society of America Inc., of Clan Macfie.  To be held in 
conjunction with the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, NC.  (Contact John Rosser, 611 Blair 
Street, Greensboro, NC, 27408.  Tel: 336 275 8819) 

 11 - 13 Jul U.S.A..  AGM of Coffey/Coffee Reunion Association.  YMCA Camp, Estes Park, Colorado.  (Contact 
Ilah Coffee Merriman, 7721 Yamini Drive, Dallas, Texas 75230-3230) 

 17 - 19 Oct U.S.A.  25th AGM of The Macfie Clan Society of America in conjunction with the Stone Mountain 
Highland Games in Atlanta, GA.  AGM on 18 Oct at the Steak and Ale Restaurant, 2150 Northlake 
Parkway, Tucker, GA, commencing at 6:00 p.m.  (Contact Rev. Jim McAfee, 420 Ash Drive, Baxter, 
TN 38544.  Tel: 931 858 4790) 

 Mid Oct Scotland.  AGM of the Clan Macfie Society.  Date, time and venue to be decided.  (Contact Bob 
McFie, 26 Verona Avenue, Scotstoun, Glasgow, G14 9EB). 

 Nov Canada.  Biennial General Meeting of Clan Macfie Society in Canada.  Date and venue to be decided.  
(Contact Ian McHaffie, 26 Christie Drive, Brampton, ON, L6Z 3J4.  Tel: 905 846 0567) 

 

2009 TBA New Zealand.  25th Anniversary Meeting of the McPhee Clan Society of New Zealand.  Date and 
venue to be advised – expect Easter time. 

 25/26 Jul Scotland.  International Clan Gathering and Highland Games, Edinburgh – the Year of the 
Homecoming.  See website www.thegathering2009.com for further details.  Expect a Clan Macfie 
presence. 

 Aug U.S.A..  Biennial General Meeting of the Cathey Reunion Association.  Date and venue to be decided.  
(Contact Charles Edwards, 11604 Georgetowne Drive, Knoxville, TN 37934.  Tel: 865 675 5056). 

 Sep Scotland.  17th International Gathering and 10th Parliament of Clan Macfie Societies.  Dates and venue 
to be released by the Clan Secretariat immediately they are finalised. 

 
2010  Triennial General Meeting of the Thorburn-Macfie Family Society of Sweden.  Details to be decided in 

due course. 
 
 

 
 
Ian McPhee, of Toowoomba, Q. Australia passed away peacefully after a long illness on the 3rd January this year.  
Aged 78, Ian was a member of The Macfie Clan Society of Australia from the early days and a tireless worker in 
support of our Clan.  With wife, Aileen, and daughter, Lorraine, he attended several Clan Gatherings in Scotland, 
visiting Colonsay each time.  Ian, liked by all who knew him, will be missed but fondly remembered by everyone 
who came in contact with him.  Sympathy has been extended on behalf of all Clan members to Aileen and Lorraine. 
 



 

THE DNA PROJECT REPORT 

 
 Project Manager, Rod McDuff, has completed a special report summarising the results of DNA tests from 106 member 
participants.  With 33 separate bloodlines identified, the report, including a surname density diagram, can be found on the Project 
Homepage at www.mcduffiedna.com.   Dated 10th March 2008 the report also carries an explanation of the whole process and 
assessment of results.  A most interesting document which must surely be compulsory reading for all Clan members.  
 The main bloodline, Group 1, contains 24 members all with main “Macfie” surname spelling variants, namely 
McDuffie, McDuffee, McAfee, McPhee, McPhie, McFee and McFie (and Mac variations) which indicates quite conclusively 
that they were once all of the same name!  To date, no matches with this Group have been found with Duffey, Cathey, Coffey, 
Coffee, McHaffey or Fee bloodlines though this could well appear in the future.  The other blood groups, though less in number 
of samples available, are summarised in the report with clear locality identification emerging in many cases. 
 The DNA Project now shows the origins of our clan, the changing style of name and the different groups that make up 
the clan.  It shows the clan’s Hebridean origins, its Ulster connection and the connection with the dominant Group 1 bloodline.  
While there are probably few findings to still be uncovered, the project now has a proven data base available to assist anyone 
seeking their origins, and can be strengthened by further participation as more members contribute DNA samples. 
 Special thanks from all Clan members are extended to Mr. Rod McDuff of Perth, W.A., Australia for his work in 
managing and progressing the Project – a vital part of proving who we are and where we came from.   
 

                                   AMONGST THE MEMBERS 
 
 The distinguished couple on the right, resplendent in a Macfie dress tartan, are Wayne and 

Leola McAfee of Custer, North Dakota, U.S.A..  Wayne, now 70, is a Knight of the Imperial 
Constantinian Order of St. George which is probably the oldest order of Christian Chivalry having 
been founded in the year 312AD.  He proudly uses the Knighthood’s title, Sir, to which he is entitled.  
Many Clan members will rmember Wayne and Lee well from their attendance at Clan Gatherings in 
Scotland and Clan Society functions in the U.S..  This photograph of Wayne and Lee appeared in 
colour in a lead article in the Winter 08 copy of Dakota’s Black Hills Faces magazine.  The article 
pays credit to them both acknowledging, amongst other achievements, Wayne’s contribution in 
helping to organise over many years the big annual Estes Park Highland Festival in Colorado.  
 
 Surprise visitors to Clan Commander Sandy and Helen in late February were Clan Armiger 

James and wife Mary McPhee of Christchurch, New Zealand – Holidaying on Magnetic Island, 
offshore from Townsville in north Queensland.  James and Mary ventured onto the mainland several 
times to renew their friendship. 
 
 Clan Macfie Commissioner in New Zealand, Leith Brew of Invercargill and wife Yvonne have taken a year off to 
travel and work in America and Europe while daughter, Moira, is currently teaching English at a school in Poland, before linking 
up with her parents later in the year. 
 

AROUND THE CLAN SOCIETIES 

 
Ian McHaffie of 26 Christie Drive, Brampton, ON L6Z 3J4, is the acting email contact point for the Macfie Clan 

Society in Canada while President Gary MacPhie is domiciled in China or until a new President is elected.  Ian’s email address 
is mchaffieian@mac.com.   

Ilah Coffee Merriman, contact person for the Coffey/Coffee Reunion Assn of Texas, now lives at 7721 Yamini Drive – 
Still in Dallas, TX 75230.  In a change from their “normal” routine, the Coffey/Coffees will be holding their Annual Reunion at 
Estes Park in Colorado this year using the YMCA Camp there as their base on 11th – 13th July. 

 

OF MANY THINGS 

 
 The Secretariat has recently received emails from business houses drawing attention to their special Scottish oriented 
products – All look good and are summarised below should you wish to follow anything up. 
 
Jacqueline Welsh, a small design company based in Edinburgh specialising in Modern Tartan Designs for Ladies.  Contact 
Jacqueline at enquiries@myscotsroots.com.     
Unicorn Limited specialises in Scottish books, media and gifts and sends, on request, a monthly email catalogue of featured 
topics etc..  Contact Vicki at mcleod@scotspress.com.      
Tammy the Tartan Haggis is a colouring and story book for children written by James Park.  The book is available from 
www.lulu.com - search for james f. park. 
Clan Time is promoting a special Saltire Heirloom Ring by jewellery designer Colin Mackie.  Details can be found at 
info@clantime.com.    
Ruthman Badges (PTV) Ltd., based in Pakistan, specialises in a full range of Embroided and Metal badges etc., plaques, 
uniforms, flags, crests and clothing.  Further details can be found at ruthman@firyalent.com.    



TARTAN DAY 

 
 Each year, Scots and their descendants living around the world, away from Scotland, celebrate their heritage 
on a number of special days.  30th November each year, for instance, is the date of the Feast of St. Andrew, Patron 
Saint of Scotland, while 25th January is the birthday of the great Scottish poet, Robbie Burns.  More recently, Tartan 
Day has become a day on which to wear the Tartan and celebrate one’s Scottish Heritage. 
 Tartan Day is celebrated on the 6th April each year in North America and on the 1st July in other countries.  
On the 6th April 1320, just six years after the Battle of Bannockburn, the Declaration of Arbroath was signed by 100 
men, including eight Earls and forty five Barons, stating their loyalty to Scotland and seeking its independence.  
Some eight years later, King Edward III of England signed the Treaty of Northampton acknowledging Scotland as an 
independent Nation with Robert the Bruce its King.  The United States Declaration of Independence is modelled on 
the Declaration of Arbroath. 
 This date was chosen by those in North America as the most appropriate for National Tartan Day 
celebrations and, indeed, it was officially recorded as such on the 20th March 1998 when the U.S. Senate 
unanimously carried a special Resolution to that effect.  The 1st July, on the other hand, commemorates the passing of 
an Act in 1782 in Westminster to repeal the Act of Proscription of 1747 which, following the dark days of Culloden, 
made it an offence to wear tartan.  The 6th of April and 1st of July thus have special significance for Scots worldwide 
along with other special days for celebrating. 
 Interestingly, the Scottish Australian Heritage Council in Sydney, Australia, has this year moved its 
traditional Scottish Week celebrations from November/December to June/July focused around Tartan Day. 
 

JESSIE’S LETTER 

 
 The Clan Commander recently received a copy of a letter dated 28th April 1849 sent from Mrs. Jessie 
(Macfie) Thorburn in Sweden to her brother John Macfie in Leith, Scotland.  The letter included a genealogical list of 
their ancestors and family as appears below.  It is perhaps the earliest authentic record of this Clan line which we 
know to-day as the “Sugar Macfies”.  The earliest date of 1431 in the extract is in itself most interesting, as too, are 
the references to Lachlan McPhee of Adonaclach being Knighted by King James I and the apparent first use by the 
family of the surname spelling Macfie. 
 

McPhee or Macfie Extract 1849 

(Written on Borthwick Hall, Heriot, Mid Lothian notepaper including 

a drawing of the Hall and a scribbled note “Cousin David’s home, I visited here”) 

 

Lachan McPhee of Adonaclach , who is mentioned on the Ragmans Rolls in 1431 , married Greas ( Grace) 
3rd daughter of Fergus Mackinnon of Ardehingte whose uncle was Abbot of Iona circa 1397. L McPhee was knighted 
by James I after the suppression of the rebellion of  Donald Ballack  kinsman of Alastair MacDonald, Lord of the 
Isles.  His arms were a lion rampart gules etc.  

 
His son Ian Dhu followed the fortunes of Arch Douglas, Earl of Moray and was killed in 1455 in a skirmish 

at Arkinholm Eskdale.  His descendants settled as petty baron near Sanquhar and the best know was Robert McPhee 
of the Craige Knowne who was hanged for sheep sealing in 1573.  After this misfortune the family seems to have 
fallen into poverty. 

 
We next hear of Dougald McPhee who was either a grandson or a great grandson of this Robert and who was 

Parish Minister of Colonsay. He was buried in Colonsay in 1615 and his tombstone can still be deciphered.  This 
Douglald ‘s eldest son Hamish married Margaret McNeil in 1610, her brother was a McLeod of West .  In the family 
bible she is described as `` Beau we wife with a strong family``.  Her son who was known as Hamish Mahe was said 
to have been over seven feet high, and a grand player of the pipes.  
 

This Hamish’s great grandson, William migrated to Greenock and seems to have been the first of his family 
to spell the name Macfie.  From this point the descent is easy to trace the present representation in now in Australia. 
 

The well-known sugar refinery family is cadets of a younger brother. Their cadet is Col William Macfie of 
Airs Argyle shire and Birkdale Lances. 
 

The McPhees were always a warlike clan and many of them, no doubt sought fame and fortune in foreign 
wars and among the bands of Scottish mercenaries.  One of them, Dougal Macfie fought in the wars of Gustavis 
Adolphus and is believed to have met his death in the battle of Dimbar, when fighting under General Leslie against 
Cromwell. 
 

This may be the origin of Pro Rege, the Motto of an important branch of the clan. 


